MESSAGES, MAY, 1944
DEATH OF COLONEL KNOX .

A message to President Roosevelt on the death of Colonel Knox, Secretary of the
U.S. Navy. May i, 1944.

I have learned with great sorrow of the sudden death of Colonel
Knox. If you will allow me to say so, His Majesty's Government and
especially the Admiralty feel his loss acutely, for no one could have
been more forthcoming and helpful in all our difficult times than was
this distinguished American statesman and war administrator. The
War Cabinet have desired me to express their sympathy with you in
losing so invaluable a colleague, to which I add my own expressions
of sincere sorrow.

AN AIR TRANSPORT RECORD

A message to Commodore Gerald d'Erlanger, Commanding Officer of Air Transport
Auxiliary, the civilian organization responsible for ferrying new aircraft from factories
to R.A.F. stations. May 28, 1944.

I am much impressed by the achievement of the Organization under
your command in making more than 200,000 aircraft ferryings on
behalf of the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force during the past
four years ; this is indeed a wonderful record.

That this formidable task should have been performed with so low
an accident-record redounds greatly to the credit of both your pilots
and ground staff. It was not to be expected that operations of this
magnitude could have been undertaken without incurring casualties,
and I note with regret and sympathy that 113 pilots have lost their
lives in the course of their ferrying duties.

The time may come when many of your pilots will be delivering
aircraft to the R.A.F. bases that are to be established on the Continent,
and I am confident that this important task, which is being entrusted
to the Organization under your conunanda will be carried out with the
same efficiency and devotion to duty as has been shown by the personnel
of the Air Transport Auxiliary since its inception.

Please convey to all my thanks for, and appreciation of, their past
services, and my best wishes in the task that lies before them.

A TRIBUTE TO WEST POINT

A letter to Major General F. B. Wilby, Superintendent of the United States Military
Academy, West Point, for the Corps of Cadets,   May 29, 10,44.

I well remember in the winter of 1895, now quite a long time
being shown over the whole Academy at West Point by high
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